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July 29, 2021 

 

Advisory for Sangamon and Menard County Schools 

 

 

The Sangamon County Department of Public Health supports the effort of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) in 

their efforts to provide a safe, complete education in school classrooms for the students of 

Sangamon and Menard Counties. Both organizations issued their updated guidelines to prevent 

COVID-19 on July 9, 2021, July 26, 2021 and the newest CDC masking recommendations July 

27, 2021.  

 

Key points include: 

1. Masks should be worn by all individuals age 2 and older who can medically tolerate face 

coverings and are not fully vaccinated.   
 

Guidance will be updated frequently as the situation changes. This week, CDC 

recommended that everyone, including fully vaccinated individuals, wear a mask in 

public indoor settings in areas with substantial and high transmission. CDC is also 

recommending universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to 

K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.  
 

Sangamon County is currently experiencing substantial transmission. Menard County’s 

transmission is considered moderate at this time. https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-

tracker/#county-view 
 

2. Promotion of vaccination for all eligible persons 

3. Maintenance of physical separation of 3 feet for students within classrooms 

4. Establishment of screening systems for detecting illness 

5. Staying home when sick and getting tested 

6. Tracing of contacts of persons with COVID-19 

7. Proper cleaning and disinfection 

8. Support for handwashing and respiratory etiquette 

 

On July 19, 2021, the American Academy of Pediatrics endorsed those principles and 

recommended further that masks be worn by everyone in schools, regardless of vaccination 

status. 

 

No citizen of our county has been spared the ravages of this pandemic.  From newborns to the 

elderly, everyone has been at risk; to date over 19,400 cases, representing 10% of our county, 

have occurred; 236 people have died.  Students and the faculty and staff who serve them have 

been especially affected not just by disease, but by closure and curtailment of their education and 

extended opportunities. More than 3,164 cases have occurred among people under 20, including 

more than 881 in the 0-10 year age group and more than 2,283 in those aged 10-19.  Among our 
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residents aged 30-69, who would include the vast majority of faculty and staff, more than 10,585 

cases have occurred.  Symptoms range from very mild illness to death, with many cases of the 

debilitating long haul COVID syndrome.   

 

The United States is fortunate to have unlimited access to 3 very safe and effective vaccines 

against COVID-19.  Since the introduction of the first vaccine in December 2020, the incidence 

of new cases of disease has plummeted.  However, new cases still occur, primarily among 

unvaccinated people.  Therefore, hospitals and other organizations across the world have 

launched and continued to promote campaigns to increase vaccination.  In fact, nearly 500 

colleges and universities (including 17 in Illinois) require vaccination for incoming students in 

the 2021-2022 school year.  They are aware of the risk of new outbreaks in the fall when 

students reassemble in person for academic activities.   

 

Elementary and secondary schools must evaluate their students, faculty and staff for 

susceptibility to COVID-19.  These schools are not necessarily comparable to institutions of 

higher education, where students live in dormitories or other close quarters for the entire year.  

Vaccination among students ages twelve and older is strongly encouraged but not required at this 

time. Once vaccine is approved for younger children, it will be strongly encouraged as well. 

Adherence to the guidelines of the CDC and IDPH is vital for schools to have a successful 

program in education this year.   

 

On-site vaccination clinics continue to be offered to schools for students and the school 

community.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Gail O’Neill, Director 

Sangamon County Department of Public Health 

Menard County Health Department 

 

Gail.ONeill@co.sangamon.il.us 
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